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MD/JAO/FS/JT/ie 

SB/JW 

ir  THE  MATTER  OF  THE  ILL-TREATMENT  OF 
PRISO.'ZHS  0?  VAR  COMMITTED  IK  THE  "DAI  KICHI 
MARI’"  WHICH  SAILED  FROM  SINGAPORE  TO  MOJI,  JAPAN 
28  OCTOBER  TO  27  NOVEMBER  1942. 


affidavit 


v  If  V°A^49C8  Warrant  Officer  Harold  All  rod  PRITCHARD,  R.A.F., 
honnrI!v  C  f f  ic  or  i n  *  h».  Stgul*..  r  of  the  E  A.F.,  with  permanent  * 
home  address  at  55,  Corcnaxiou  Rcaa,  Aldershot,  Hants,  MAKE  OATH  and 
soy  as  follows • —  * 

J’  .  3 tl*en  P'iBoner  of  war  by  the  Japanese  at  GAROET,  Java  on  20 
..arch  1*42.  I  was  despatched  with  a  draft  of  prisoners  of  war  from 
Batavia  on  23  October  1942  and  was  trans-shipped  on  28  October  1942  at 
Singapore  to  tho  DAI  I'ICHI  KARV,  a  Japanese  vessel  of  some  3,400  tons 
which  was  built  in  the  MITSUHOSHO  ship  yard,  iHriOSHIKA  Island  in  1916! 

2.  There  wore  about  1,500  British  prisoners  of  var  aboard  and  the  total 
Th5£°K?fj  .np™esc  Gnd  ®ritiah»  was  about  4,000  men  in  my  estimation. 

prisoners  of  war  were  accommodated  in  four  holds.  I  mvsolf 
™  bottom  of  l<o.  2  Hold  which  contained  286  men,  mostly  R.A.F. 

personnel  and  some  R.A.  1  personally  mcasvrod  this  hjold  end  the 
measurements  wore  60  ft.  wide  by  40  ft.  long.  In  the  hold  was  stored  a 
large  mound  of  wet  iron  ore  clay  and  we  had  to  arrange  ourselves  around 
this  sloping  mound.  No  man  was  able  to  lie  fullv  stretched  out  nor 
could  we  lie  flat  down. 

f i rn tTwor 4 1  £or  somo  4  wf'.'k2  nnc.  sicknoBs  prevailed  after  the 

lir8t  w .  ..  o  sailing.  We  voro  provided  with  a  vory  sr.all  quantity  of  W6t 

rice  and  dohydrated  potato  chips,  dipped  in  hot  water,  twice  daily  at 
10C0  hr s  and  1430  hrs  -  a  ration  which  was  totally  inadequate.  V'e  each 
received  only  1/3  pint  of  drinking  water  per  day.  There  were  no  washing 
facilities  of  cny  kind.  When  ve  embarked  we  were  clothed  in  shirts  and 
shorts  only.  We  had  no  change  of  clothing  end  no  other  clothing  was 
issued  aboard  the  vessel.  The  only  provision  for  ventilation  was  the 
opening  of  the  hatches  on  top  of  the  hold  during  fair  weather.  On  many 
occasions  the  hatches  were  closed  for  as  long  as  two  days  at  a  time  and 
during  tae  last  ve* k  the  hatch  was  closed.  There  was  no  lighting  arrangc- 
m-nt  in  the  hold  and  when  the  hatches  were  closed  the  hold  was  completely 
blacked  out.  The  hold  was  also  infested  with  rats.  No  exercise  was 
permitted  on  deck.  Tho  latrine  arrangements  consisted  of  two  boxes  on 
dec:  for  Holds  Jos.  1  and  2,  which  wore  reached  by  a  vertical  ladder 
up  the  side  of  the  hold.  These  latrine  arrangements  were  totally 
inadequate  for  the.  number  of  men  in  those  two  holds.  When  men  became 
too  f ic.c  or  weak  to  climb  tho  vertical  ladder  they  defaccated  amongst  the 
v'et  ore  in  the  hold.  Practically  every  man  suffored  from  some  form  of 
enteritis  or  dysentery.  Some  10  men  died  in  No.  2  Hold  and  I  was 
personally  present  r.t  the  burial  of  six  of  these  at  soa.  Other  men  died  in 
0t  l0r  **  holds,  but  I  do  not  know  how  many.  There  was  one  Army  medical 
ouicor  aboard  but  he  had  practically  no  medicines  or  equipment.  No  / 
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Japanese  medical  assistance  was  provided.  There  appeared  to  bo  no  medical 
equipment  aboard  as  Japanese  soldiers  themselves  approached  the  British 
medical  officer  for  treatment.  During  the  last  week  of  the  voyage  some 
prisoners  of  war  from  No.  2  Hold  who  wore  suffering  from  continuous 
diahorrea  and  dysentery  were  kept  on  the  hatch  of  No.  2  Hold  but  those 
men  suffered  severely  from  exposure  to  cold  as  wo  neared  Japan. 

4.  The  vessel  proceeded  via  Port  Jaques,  Saigon,  to  Formosa  ar.d  from 
there  to  MOJI,  Japan,  arriving  about  27  November  1942.  On  arrival  Borne 
40  men  from  -  o,  2  Hold  were  left  in  the  hold  when  we  disembarked  as  they 
were  too  weak  to  move.  I  do  not  know  what  happened  to  those  after  I  left. 

5.  Many  men  died  within  a  month  of  disembarkation  as  a  direct  result 

of  the  atrocious  conditions  and  suffering  aboard  this  vessel.  No  medical 
treatment  was  available  on  disembarkation  at  MOJI  -  nor  for  some  two 
months  lator.  Deaths  then  ceased  i.e.  after  we  rocoived  medical 
treatment  and  care.  The  1,500  prisomrs  of  war  aboard  had  all  been 
solocted  as  fit  to  travel  wh«n  we  ombnrkod  at  Java  and  wo  were  all  fit  when 
trans-shipped  at  SINGAPORE. 


not  know  the  names  of  any  of  the  Japanese  responsible  for  the 
emoarication  or  of  any  Japanese  on  board  the  vessel. 


SWORN  by  the  above  named  Harold  Alfred  ) 

Pritchard,  at  6,  Spring  Gardens,  in  the  )  (Signed)  H.  A.  Pritchard, 
city  of  Westminster,  this  eleventh  ) 

day  of  January,  1S46.  ) 


BEFORE  ME 


(signed)  Rathoreodan, 

Capt  in  Legal  Staff, 

Mil.  Dept.  Office  of  tho  Judge  Advocate  General 


I  certify  that  this  is  a  truo  copy  the  original  affidavit 

/b/  E.  Ber.ta,  Capt. 

Office  of  tho  Judge  Advocate 
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